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to develop the grand effect. He will discourse upon the special
properties of that treasured ingredient which rounded out and
exquisitely finished the extract. To him there is nothing subtle
or mysterious in the accomplishment. His materials and his per-
fected odor are very real and tangible and he can describe them
to you in words that would enable you almost to sense the char-
acteristic fragrance a block away.

Later read the advertising message of this exact scientist.
Read the picture and words and seek a single hint of suggestion
of the real nature of this new and characteristic fragrance. You
will seek In vain. You will gather from the advertising that here
is the most delicate of scents, that it has the passionate warmth
of the Orient or the floral quality of sylvan dells, or that the
woman who wears it is encircled with the halo of the naiads.
But where, oh where! is the word or phrase to stamp this master-
piece upon the woman's cerebral processes as a definitely dif~
ferent, characteristic and special achievement of perfume art?

There is nothing occult or intangible about odor or the odor
sense. Perfume is simply an emanation consisting of detached
particles wafted from their source to the nostrils of those who
happen to be in the vicinity of the source. Each particle is as
real and material as the flower, bottle or box from which it is
liberated. Sound exists merely in vibrations. Sight is nothing
but the receptivity of the optic nerves to illusions or light. But
the particles which are perfume make actual material contact
with the olfactories. The sensation caused by that contact is
no more mysterious than the lump raised by the impact of a brick
upon the scalp of a St. Patrick's Day parader.

The reasons for the goodness or badness of an odor are simi-
larly real and explainable. It is good if intelligently compounded
from pure natural and excellent synthetic materials; better if
composed from these worthy ingredients by an artist-perfumer
who adds inspiration to knowledge and experience. The perfume
is bad if made from indifferent or variable materials; worse if the                        lf,
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